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role in helping to alleviate the Nation’s
teaching shortage. On a federal level,
we can encourage individuals to enter
the teaching profession and remain in
the profession by providing tax relief
to teachers for the costs that they
incur as part of the profession.

Madam President, our teachers have
made a personal commitment to edu-
cate the next generation and to
strengthen America. While many peo-
ple spend their lives building careers,
our teachers spend their careers build-
ing lives. The Teacher Tax Relief pro-
visions in this bill go a long way to-
wards providing our teachers with the
recognition they deserve by providing
teachers with important and much
needed tax relief.

I am proud to have had the oppor-
tunity to work with Senator COLLINS
and so many others to eventually make
our goal a reality.

I commend the leadership of the ma-
jority and the minority for their ef-
forts. I have long supported the con-
cept of having the stimulus package.
While it may not be what each of us
wanted, it is essential, particularly the
unemployment provisions and the pro-
visions about teachers, with which I
have long been associated. I thank the
leadership.

Madam President, I commend the
President of the United States for his
commitment, along with his several
Cabinet officers who have fought so
strongly for passage of a stimulus
package. The American economy is, I
believe, showing some signs of recov-
ery, but I believe that this is an addi-
tional step to shore up the confidence
of the people of this country in the
economy.

Within the stimulus package we will
vote on tomorrow are provisions that I
worked on with Senator COLLINS and
others for some time that relate to
teachers. In my visits to educational
institutions throughout the Common-
wealth of Virginia, I have often
learned—inadvertently, not because
teachers come up to me and tell me
about it, because they are rather mod-
est—but, in fact, so many of our teach-
ers, particularly those in the lower
grades and those in schools which, for
whatever reason, might not be as well
financed as other institutions in our
State, have taken from their own pock-
ets, funds to buy school supplies which
are needed to help their particular stu-
dents in their classroom perform their
educational responsibilities. Some-
times it is paper. Sometimes it is cray-
ons, occasionally books. I find this ex-
traordinary. As I say, they have not
come to me and asked: Oh, we want
this, we want that. They are very hum-
ble about it.

Senator COLLINS and I, and my col-
league, Senator ALLEN, who has been
very active in the entire area of edu-
cation with me—I happen to serve on
the committee for education in the
Senate—but we have as a team, to-
gether with other Senators, have been
working on this concept for some time.

The National Education Association
took a pivotal role in seeing that this
legislation was incorporated in the
House bill. Now at long last, we do
have a measure of success, and it is
owed to the teachers and the National
Education Association and other col-
leagues here who have worked on it
with me.

I am delighted over the whole pros-
pect of this being passed. It is only a
$250 above the line deduction. But at
long last teachers can point to some-
thing—‘‘this is our’s; we helped make
it happen, and we are proud of it.’’

I thank the Chair. I yield the floor
and suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

THE VIRGINIA GARCIA MEMORIAL
HEALTH CENTER

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Madam Presi-
dent, today I rise today to give tribute
to some of the health care heroes in my
home State of Oregon. They are the
hard-working people who staff the Vir-
ginia Garcia Memorial Health Center
in Cornelius, OR.

Virginia Garcia was a 6-year-old girl
who died from a treatable infection in
the 1970s. She died, not because she
lacked health care, but because no one
spoke to her family in the only lan-
guage they knew—Spanish.

Access to health care involves more
than insurance. Barriers to access con-
tinue to exist even when financial
problems to health care are removed.
Disparities in health care and health
outcomes reflect these barriers.

For example, Latinos are twice as
likely as White Americans to have dia-
betes, and twice as likely to have cer-
vical cancer. They also trail other eth-
nic groups in childhood immunizations
and health insurance coverage.

The Virginia Garcia Clinic does a
wonderful job at bridging the large gap
between access to coverage and access
to care. The clinic serves nearly 8,000
patients a year, 80 percent of whom are
Spanish speaking, and 90 percent of
whom are below the poverty level. Pa-
tients in the clinic pay for their serv-
ices on a sliding scale, sometimes as
low as $5 per visit.

Access to high quality, affordable,
and culturally accessible care has
saved many lives, and improved the
quality of lives of many others. I have
two true stories to relate to you today,
though I really don’t need to use their
names, because they represent thou-
sands of people across my home State.
I will refer to them just as people in
need of health care.

One woman who has benefitted from
the good works of the Virginia Garcia
Clinic came to the clinic after moving

to the U.S. from Mexico. She had suf-
fered from breast cancer, and under-
went a mastectomy and a long, expen-
sive treatment of chemotherapy that
had bankrupted her family. To pay for
this treatment, they lost their home.

She turned to the Virginia Garcia
Health Center for help. She needed
very expensive medication, and the
clinic managed to provide it to her. To
make matters worse, she also had dia-
betes and other complicated health
problems. Yet the Virginia Garcia Clin-
ic manages her care and arranges for
the specialty care that she requires.
Without a safety net clinic such as the
Virginia Garcia Clinic, she would very
likely not get the care she needs to
stay healthy for her children and fam-
ily.

The staff at the clinic have also told
me about a farm worker who came to
the Virginia Garcia Clinic for an ur-
gent care visit about a rash on his arm.
During the exam, the nurse practi-
tioner asked about a lump she noticed
on his neck. He hadn’t been concerned
about it, but the staff at the Virginia
Garcia Clinic persisted until he agreed
to have a biopsy. The lump turned out
to be lymphoma, so the Virginia Garcia
Clinic arranged for his chemotherapy
at the Oregon Health and Sciences Uni-
versity, where he was treated success-
fully.

Without a migrant community
health center such as Virginia Garcia
to provide outreach, the outcome of
this story would likely not have been
so positive.

Spending time at the Virginia Garcia
Clinic, I have met with people with sto-
ries such as these and whose lives
would have changed for the worse with-
out the efforts of the hard-working and
dedicated staff.

Truly, these people, these staff work-
ers are health care heroes, and we des-
perately need them in our quest to en-
sure that every person in this country
has access to health care.

So today, I salute the work and the
workers of the Virginia Garcia Clinic,
true heroes in the State of Oregon.

f

IN RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT
PHILIP SVITAK

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Madam
President, this week during the war
against terror in Afghanistan America
lost eight soldiers and Nebraska lost a
native son. These soldiers died val-
iantly protecting the rights, ideals,
values, and way of life that Americans
enjoy.

Sgt. Philip Svitak, a member of the
Second Battalion, 160th Special Oper-
ations Aviation Regiment, was born in
Lincoln and raised in Fremont. He
graduated from Fremont High School
in 1989 and entered the Army where he
served in the Gulf War.

Sgt. Svitak’s parents have said that
growing up, he dreamed of a career
with the military service. His favorite
gifts would be colored the familiar
green olive drab. But he also enjoyed
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fixing things, hunting, and
skateboarding. He loved his wife,
Laura, and their two young sons, Nolan
and Ethan. Before departing for Af-
ghanistan, he told his family that ‘‘the
terrorists have to be stopped.’’ Philip
has made the ultimate contribution.

Those who knew Sgt. Svitak will re-
member him as a levelheaded and car-
ing friend and father. Those of us who
did not, will remember him as well, as
a brave and dedicated soldier who made
the ultimate sacrifice for a forever
grateful nation.

We thank Sgt. Svitak for his service
and his sacrifices. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family and the
families of other servicemen and
women as they endure their loss of
their loved ones who have been killed
defending our freedom.

f

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to speak about hate
crimes legislation I introduced with
Senator KENNEDY in March of last
year. The Local Law Enforcement Act
of 2001 would add new categories to
current hate crimes legislation sending
a signal that violence of any kind is
unacceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred in September 1997
in Tulsa, OK. Two gay men were se-
verely beaten after leaving a bar. After
being arrested, the assailants told po-
lice they were ‘‘only rolling a couple of
fags.’’

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

f

NOMINATION OF JOE SCHMITZ

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire.
Madam President, I believe that the
Department of Defense Inspector Gen-
eral position is among the most impor-
tant in the Department, because the IG
office is responsible for ensuring ac-
countability and efficiency, and there-
fore is the heart of integrity in the
Pentagon.

There have been numerous scandals
in the IG office in the recent past,
which has been rudderless, without a
confirmed nominee for 3 years. With
the IG office in disarray, there is the
impression left that the Department is
without proper and necessary over-
sight. I am also told that the IG office
has been headless for some 10 years
over the past couple of decades—which
is a disgrace. Without strong leader-
ship, direction and motivation, no of-
fice can function efficiently and effec-
tively.

Secretary Rumsfeld needs an Inspec-
tor General. We are, after all, at war.
Joe Schmitz was the choice of the Sec-

retary of Defense and the choice of
President Bush for this important post.
Mr. Schmitz is an individual with a
strong background for the job, and
with impeccable personal and profes-
sional credentials. I hope that we can
move forward expeditiously with his
nomination, now that it has been
cleared both by the Armed Services
committee—by voice vote—and by the
Government Affairs Committee.

Individuals who undergo the nomina-
tion process put their names and rep-
utations on the line, opening them-
selves up to intense scrutiny of their
past employment, their finances, their
conduct and their associations. They
fill out hundreds of documents. Mr.
Schmitz has been held up for long
enough—there are no ethical issues im-
pacting his nomination, and he has re-
ceived strong recommendations from
those who know him and have worked
with him, regardless of party affili-
ation.

I believe that Joe Schmitz was a su-
perlative choice by Secretary Rumsfeld
and president Bush, and that he will
make an outstanding IG. The Senate
needs to act now, to fill this important
position at the Department of Defense
and to give Secretary Rumsfeld the
team he needs to do his job.

f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

WALTER JOHANNSEN

∑ Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
rise today to talk about the extraor-
dinary service of Walter ‘‘Bud’’
Johannsen and the extraordinary dedi-
cation he has shown to the Lake
George, MN community. It is extraor-
dinary in its duration. It is extraor-
dinary in its selflessness. And it is a
wonderful example of community serv-
ice at its best.

Week after week for the past forty
years Bud Johannsen has been on call
twenty four hours a day, seven days a
week as a volunteer firefighter for the
Lake George Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, the only fire department that
services this peaceful north central
community and its surrounding area.
And week after week he has accepted
the risks inherent in a job of this na-
ture. Week after week. For forty years.
Voluntarily. Without pay.

He has done this while maintaining a
full-time job, raising a family and par-
ticipating in community affairs. He has
done this while demonstrating a posi-
tive attitude, a wonderful sense of
humor and a willingness to lend a help-
ing hand wherever and whenever need-
ed.

That is dedication. That is the Amer-
ican spirit at its best.

Now I know that Bud Johannsen is
not the first individual to ever volun-
teer his time. Nor will he be the last.
But when I hear of such a milestone, 40
years as a volunteer firefighter, I feel
the need to recognize and publicly
thank that individual for his service,

especially in light of the events of Sep-
tember 11 when we saw all too clearly
the sometimes tragic consequences of
such courage and commitment.

So today I thank Walter ‘‘Bud’’
Johannsen. I thank his wife Kay and
his daughter Tracy for sharing him
with the Lake George community for
so many years. And I thank all the
members of the Lake George Volunteer
Fire Department for the great work
that they do. They are all truly inspir-
ing.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO DIANE RUMER

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Madam President,
today I have the distinct honor of ris-
ing to share with my fellow colleagues
the poetic work of Diane Rumer of
Florence, Kentucky.

The tragic events of September 11
has affected us all in so many different
ways. Some have lost loved ones. Some
have sacrificed their lives to save oth-
ers. And some have simply wept. We all
have different methods of dealing with
such tragic circumstances, and I per-
sonally have found a certain degree of
solace in Diane Rumer’s poem entitled
American Angel. I am honored to share
her work with you.

God Bless our country,
And all we hold dear:
Faith and our freedom,
And life without fear.

Guard her and guide her,
Protect her, we pray.
Send angels among us
To show us the way.

Every time I read these beautiful
words, I find myself visualizing the
American angels Diane so gracefully
describes in her poem. I see a soldier
fighting at home and abroad to rid the
world of terrorism and oppression. I see
a fireman racing into a burning build-
ing to save the life of a complete
stranger. I see a blood donor. I see an
aid worker. I see a family raising a flag
in their front yard. After reading this,
I realize there are angels surrounding
us in every aspect of life, trying des-
perately to show us the way.

I would like to thank Diane for this
inspirational piece. Her words are a
truly a comfort in times of strife.∑

f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:42 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1870. An act to provide for the sale of
certain real property within the Newlands
Project in Nevada, to the city of Fallon, Ne-
vada.

H.R. 1883. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a feasibility
study on water optimization in the Burnt
River basin, Malheur River basin, Owyhee
River basin, and Powder River basin, Oregon.

H.R. 1963. An act to amend the National
Trails System Act to designate the route
taken by American soldier and frontiersman
George Rogers Clark and his men during the
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